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This project undertakes a critical examination of cultural differences in the conceptions of theThis project undertakes a critical examination of cultural differences in the conceptions of the
autonomy of science as they are manifested in science novels from the U.S., Germany and India.autonomy of science as they are manifested in science novels from the U.S., Germany and India.
The idea of an autonomous science has become an integral element of the Western culture ofThe idea of an autonomous science has become an integral element of the Western culture of
modernity. This culture of modernity is not, however, uniform everywhere in the West. Instead, itmodernity. This culture of modernity is not, however, uniform everywhere in the West. Instead, it
has several distinct national variants that are connected to key ideas of modernity. This is wellhas several distinct national variants that are connected to key ideas of modernity. This is well
documented for the basic idea of individual freedom, and it is plausible to assume that it appliesdocumented for the basic idea of individual freedom, and it is plausible to assume that it applies
to sphere-specific freedoms as well, such as the freedom of an individual scientist to maketo sphere-specific freedoms as well, such as the freedom of an individual scientist to make
decisions about how and what she researches. In Germany, the notion of "inner freedom"decisions about how and what she researches. In Germany, the notion of "inner freedom"
dominates, whereas in the U.S., the notion of "exterior freedom" takes precedence. There is adominates, whereas in the U.S., the notion of "exterior freedom" takes precedence. There is a
corresponding difference in the understanding of responsibility. Responsibility in German culturecorresponding difference in the understanding of responsibility. Responsibility in German culture
means, above all, that society has a responsibility to provide everybody with the means for ameans, above all, that society has a responsibility to provide everybody with the means for a
decent living and includes the notion of "inner freedom;" in return, the individual is obliged todecent living and includes the notion of "inner freedom;" in return, the individual is obliged to
contribute to the common good. In US culture, society has no such responsibility or moralcontribute to the common good. In US culture, society has no such responsibility or moral
obligation for individuals' pursuit of happiness.obligation for individuals' pursuit of happiness.
These considerations lead to the research question that guides the first step of this project: HowThese considerations lead to the research question that guides the first step of this project: How
are these profound, albeit simplified differences reflected in the respective nationalare these profound, albeit simplified differences reflected in the respective national
understandings of scientific freedom and the societal responsibility of science? In order to answerunderstandings of scientific freedom and the societal responsibility of science? In order to answer
this question, we compare science novels set in Germany and the U.S., and written by Germanthis question, we compare science novels set in Germany and the U.S., and written by German
and American authors, from a sociological perspective that is informed by theories of functionaland American authors, from a sociological perspective that is informed by theories of functional
differentiation of modernity. We will compare the ways that scientific autonomy and science'sdifferentiation of modernity. We will compare the ways that scientific autonomy and science's
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societal responsibility are treated in the novels, and whether scientific autonomy endangered bysocietal responsibility are treated in the novels, and whether scientific autonomy endangered by
societal forces such as the economy or politics is stressed over scientific autonomy endangeringsocietal forces such as the economy or politics is stressed over scientific autonomy endangering
other societal spheres and the individual's conduct of life. In a second step, science novels thatother societal spheres and the individual's conduct of life. In a second step, science novels that
are written and set in India and written by Indian authors will be included in the comparison inare written and set in India and written by Indian authors will be included in the comparison in
order to assess how and in what form, in the wake of the globalization of Western ideas since theorder to assess how and in what form, in the wake of the globalization of Western ideas since the
late 18th century and the subsequent formation of "multiple modernities" (Eisenstadt 2002), theselate 18th century and the subsequent formation of "multiple modernities" (Eisenstadt 2002), these
diverse western-based notions of scientific freedom appear in the context of a non-Westerndiverse western-based notions of scientific freedom appear in the context of a non-Western
modern culture. Examples of the corpus include "Ein Tiefer Fall" by Bernhard Kegel and "Diemodern culture. Examples of the corpus include "Ein Tiefer Fall" by Bernhard Kegel and "Die
Vermessung der Welt" by Daniel Kehlmann for the German case; "Intuition" by Allegra GoodmanVermessung der Welt" by Daniel Kehlmann for the German case; "Intuition" by Allegra Goodman
and the "Science in the Capital" Trilogy by Kim Stanley Robinson for the U.S. case; and "Helium"and the "Science in the Capital" Trilogy by Kim Stanley Robinson for the U.S. case; and "Helium"
by Jaspreet Singh and "Serious Men" by Manu Joseph.by Jaspreet Singh and "Serious Men" by Manu Joseph.

The project is part of the research cooperation: „Fiction meets science II: Varieties of ScienceThe project is part of the research cooperation: „Fiction meets science II: Varieties of Science
Narrative“. Funding program "Schlüsselthemen von Wissenschaft und Gesellschaft" of theNarrative“. Funding program "Schlüsselthemen von Wissenschaft und Gesellschaft" of the
VolkswagenStiftung.VolkswagenStiftung.
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in Wissenschaftsromanenin Wissenschaftsromanen, Literatur/Soziologie Roundtable Workshop, Kulturwissenschaftliches, Literatur/Soziologie Roundtable Workshop, Kulturwissenschaftliches
Institut Essen, Essen, Deutschland, 07.02.2020, Institut Essen, Essen, Deutschland, 07.02.2020, LinkLink (Stand: 08.07.2020) (Stand: 08.07.2020)

Seite 3/5Seite 3/5

www.socium.uni-bremen.de
?publ=10083&proj=586
?publ=10083&proj=586
http://web.fu-berlin.de/phin/beiheft24/b24t22.pdf
http://web.fu-berlin.de/phin/beiheft24/b24t22.pdf
?publ=10270&proj=586
?publ=10270&proj=586
?publ=10270&proj=586
?publ=10270&proj=586
https://isaconf.confex.com/isaconf/forum2020/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/115991
https://isaconf.confex.com/isaconf/forum2020/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/115991
?publ=10272&proj=586
?publ=10272&proj=586
?publ=10272&proj=586
?publ=10272&proj=586
https://isaconf.confex.com/isaconf/forum2020/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/115736
https://isaconf.confex.com/isaconf/forum2020/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/115736
?publ=10363&proj=586
?publ=10363&proj=586
?publ=10363&proj=586
?publ=10363&proj=586
?publ=10364&proj=586
?publ=10364&proj=586
?publ=10364&proj=586
?publ=10364&proj=586
?publ=10365&proj=586
?publ=10365&proj=586
?publ=10365&proj=586
?publ=10365&proj=586
?publ=9373&proj=586
?publ=9373&proj=586
?publ=9373&proj=586
?publ=9373&proj=586
https://kulturwissenschaften.de/veranstaltung/interner-workshop-literatursoziologie/
https://kulturwissenschaften.de/veranstaltung/interner-workshop-literatursoziologie/


Hempel, Fabian, 2020: Hempel, Fabian, 2020: Draft Paper Discussion: “Plutoing Pluto: The Roles of Narrative in theDraft Paper Discussion: “Plutoing Pluto: The Roles of Narrative in the
Arenas of Scientific and Public Discourse”Arenas of Scientific and Public Discourse”, Work in Progress, Publications, Presentations,, Work in Progress, Publications, Presentations,
Evolving Perspectives. FMS Workshop, Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg, Delmenhorst, Deutschland,Evolving Perspectives. FMS Workshop, Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg, Delmenhorst, Deutschland,
13.02.202013.02.2020

Hempel, Fabian; Schimank, Uwe, 2020: Hempel, Fabian; Schimank, Uwe, 2020: The Autonomy and Social Responsibility of Science asThe Autonomy and Social Responsibility of Science as
reflected in Amitav Ghosh’s The Calcutta Chromosomereflected in Amitav Ghosh’s The Calcutta Chromosome, BSLS 2020 Annual Conference, British, BSLS 2020 Annual Conference, British
Society for Literature and Science, Sheffield/Online, Vereinigtes Königreich, 15.04.2020, Society for Literature and Science, Sheffield/Online, Vereinigtes Königreich, 15.04.2020, LinkLink
(Stand: 08.07.2020)(Stand: 08.07.2020)

Hempel, Fabian, 2020: Hempel, Fabian, 2020: Ein literarischer Blick auf den Status wissenschaftlicher Expertisen in derEin literarischer Blick auf den Status wissenschaftlicher Expertisen in der
KlimapolitikKlimapolitik, Umstrittene Expertise. Konflikte um den Status von Expertenwissen in der Politik., Umstrittene Expertise. Konflikte um den Status von Expertenwissen in der Politik.
Tagung der DGS-Sektion Politische Soziologie, Sektion 'Politische Soziologie' - DeutscheTagung der DGS-Sektion Politische Soziologie, Sektion 'Politische Soziologie' - Deutsche
Gesellschaft für Soziologie, Nürnberg/Online, Deutschland, 17.07.2020, Gesellschaft für Soziologie, Nürnberg/Online, Deutschland, 17.07.2020, LinkLink (Stand: 17.07.2020) (Stand: 17.07.2020)

Hempel, Fabian, 2020: Hempel, Fabian, 2020: The Role of Science Novels in the Study of the Autonomy and SocialThe Role of Science Novels in the Study of the Autonomy and Social
Responsibility of ScienceResponsibility of Science, Session: Inclusion in Scientific Communities II. EASST/4S 2020, Session: Inclusion in Scientific Communities II. EASST/4S 2020
CONFERENCE, European Association for the Study of Science and Technology, Society forCONFERENCE, European Association for the Study of Science and Technology, Society for
Social Studies of Science, Prague/Virtual Conference, Tschechien, 21.08.2020Social Studies of Science, Prague/Virtual Conference, Tschechien, 21.08.2020

Hempel, Fabian, 2020: Hempel, Fabian, 2020: Eine literarische Perspektive auf die virale Rolle der WissenschaftEine literarische Perspektive auf die virale Rolle der Wissenschaft
während der COVID-19 Pandemiewährend der COVID-19 Pandemie, Die experimentelle Konstruktion der Wirklichkeit: Art, Facts,, Die experimentelle Konstruktion der Wirklichkeit: Art, Facts,
and Artefacts. Jahrestagung der Gesellschaft für Wissenschaft- und Technikforschung,and Artefacts. Jahrestagung der Gesellschaft für Wissenschaft- und Technikforschung,
Gesellschaft für Wissenschaft- und Technikforschung, München/Online, Deutschland,Gesellschaft für Wissenschaft- und Technikforschung, München/Online, Deutschland,
19.11.202019.11.2020

Hempel, Fabian, 2019: Hempel, Fabian, 2019: A (Science) Novel Discourse Approach to the Autonomy and SocialA (Science) Novel Discourse Approach to the Autonomy and Social
Responsibility of ScienceResponsibility of Science, Fiction Meets Science. Workshop, Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg,, Fiction Meets Science. Workshop, Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg,
Delmenhorst, Deutschland, 05.03.2019Delmenhorst, Deutschland, 05.03.2019

Hempel, Fabian, 2019: Hempel, Fabian, 2019: Reflections from Science Novels on the Social Responsibility of ScienceReflections from Science Novels on the Social Responsibility of Science,,
HERSS Summer School on Responsible Innovation Cultures, Technische Universität München,HERSS Summer School on Responsible Innovation Cultures, Technische Universität München,
München, Deutschland, 17.10.2019München, Deutschland, 17.10.2019

Hempel, Fabian; Schimank, Uwe, 2018: Hempel, Fabian; Schimank, Uwe, 2018: Understandings of Scientific Autonomy andUnderstandings of Scientific Autonomy and
Responsibility in Science Novels: Three National Variants of the Culture of ModernityResponsibility in Science Novels: Three National Variants of the Culture of Modernity, Varieties of, Varieties of
Science Narrative: Fiction Meets Science II. Kickoff Workshop, Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg,Science Narrative: Fiction Meets Science II. Kickoff Workshop, Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg,

Seite 4/5Seite 4/5

www.socium.uni-bremen.de
?publ=9374&proj=586
?publ=9374&proj=586
?publ=9374&proj=586
?publ=9374&proj=586
?publ=9553&proj=586
?publ=9553&proj=586
?publ=9553&proj=586
?publ=9553&proj=586
https://www.bsls.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Programme.pdf
https://www.bsls.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Programme.pdf
?publ=9572&proj=586
?publ=9572&proj=586
?publ=9572&proj=586
?publ=9572&proj=586
https://soziologie.de/sektionen/politische-soziologie/news/umstrittene-expertise-konflikte-um-den-status-von-expertenwissen-in-der-politik
https://soziologie.de/sektionen/politische-soziologie/news/umstrittene-expertise-konflikte-um-den-status-von-expertenwissen-in-der-politik
?publ=9649&proj=586
?publ=9649&proj=586
?publ=9649&proj=586
?publ=9649&proj=586
?publ=9988&proj=586
?publ=9988&proj=586
?publ=9988&proj=586
?publ=9988&proj=586
?publ=8881&proj=586
?publ=8881&proj=586
?publ=8881&proj=586
?publ=8881&proj=586
?publ=9372&proj=586
?publ=9372&proj=586
?publ=8716&proj=586
?publ=8716&proj=586
?publ=8716&proj=586
?publ=8716&proj=586


Delmenhorst, Deutschland, 02.05.2018Delmenhorst, Deutschland, 02.05.2018

Hempel, Fabian; Schimank, Uwe, 2018: Hempel, Fabian; Schimank, Uwe, 2018: Understandings of Scientific Autonomy and the SocietalUnderstandings of Scientific Autonomy and the Societal
Responsibility of Science in Amitav Ghosh’s The Calcutta ChromosomeResponsibility of Science in Amitav Ghosh’s The Calcutta Chromosome, The Anglophone, The Anglophone
Science Novel and the Global Dimensions of Science. Amitav Ghosh, The Calcutta Chromosome.Science Novel and the Global Dimensions of Science. Amitav Ghosh, The Calcutta Chromosome.
A Novel of Fevers, Delirium and Discovery (1995) - An Exploratory Workshop, UniversitätA Novel of Fevers, Delirium and Discovery (1995) - An Exploratory Workshop, Universität
Oldenburg, Oldenburg, Deutschland, 05.12.2018Oldenburg, Oldenburg, Deutschland, 05.12.2018

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Seite 5/5Seite 5/5

www.socium.uni-bremen.de
?publ=8717&proj=586
?publ=8717&proj=586
?publ=8717&proj=586
?publ=8717&proj=586
http://www.tcpdf.org
http://www.tcpdf.org

