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Overview

The primary objective of the project is to investigate whether and to what extent the German MSP
contributes to a reduction of breast cancer mortality. The project is coordinated by the Federal
Office for Radiation Protection (BfS) and carried out under the direction of the University of
Muenster. Project partners are the SOCIUM Research Center on Inequality and Social Policy, the
Leibniz Institute for Prevention Research and Epidemiology - BIPS, the Cancer Registry of North
Rhine-Westphalia and the Working Group of German Tumor Centers.
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Details

Between 2005 and 2009, the German Mammography Screening Program (MSP) was
implemented nationwide in accordance with §25 Section 2, Article 2 of the German X-Ray
Regulations. Since then, women aged 50 to 69 years are biennially invited to a breast X-Ray
examination with two images per breast for the early diagnosis of breast cancer. In collaboration
with the SOCIUM, the first part of the two-phase research program (feasibility and main study)
has already investigated whether and how different data sources (i.e. clinical and population-
based cancer registry data, Statutory Health Insurance claims data and MSP data) are
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appropriate for the evaluation of the German MSP. The primary objective of the second part
(main study | and ) is to investigate whether and to what extent the German MSP contributes to
a reduction of breast cancer mortality.

Under coordination of the Federal Office for Radiation Protection (BfS), main study | has been
started in January 2018. The study is conducted under the direction of the University of Muenster
in cooperation with the SOCIUM Research Center on Inequality and Social Policy, the Leibniz
Institute for Prevention Research and Epidemiology - BIPS, the Cancer Registry of North Rhine-
Westphalia and the Working Group of German Tumor Centers. Funding is provided by the
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, the Federal
Ministry of Health and the Sponsors of the German Mammography Screening Office.

In main study |, the research team at SOCIUM, University of Bremen, uses Statutory Health
Insurance claims data to establish a data basis for the evaluation of the German MSP which will
be conducted in main study Il. This task is processed in collaboration with the BARMER Statutory
Health Insurance fund and in cooperation with the Leibniz Institute for Prevention Research and
Epidemiology - BIPS.

Link to the feasibility study:
https://www.socium.uni-bremen.de/projects/en/?proj=447

Link to the principal investigator:
https://www.medizin.uni-muenster.de/epi/forschung/projekte/zebra-msp/
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Studien Bremen (KKSB), Universitdt Bremen und Klinikum Bremen-Mitte; Landeskrebsregister
NRW; Leibniz-Institut fir Praventionsforschung und Epidemiologie - BIPS GmbH
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