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Social SolidaritySocial Solidarity

[2]

» The State – 
› Centralized regulation and provision of welfare, 

e.g., redistribution, insurance for common risks 
(Weale 1990)

› Full membership in society (Baldwin 1990)

› Stability a goal
› Equality not a goal (not necessarily)

» The Individual – 
› Normative preference to support members of the 

society (e.g., distributive justice; Arts and Gelissen 2001)

› Equality is a goal



Other SolidaritiesOther Solidarities
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» Labor Market – 
Class, Segment, Skill-set, Industry

» General Groups – 
Religion, Race/Ethnicity, Age, Sex



Social Solidarity. NecessarilySocial Solidarity. Necessarily

[4](World Inequality Data
 2018)

https://wid.world/
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» Solidarity from above not possible 
without public support.
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growth '05-'15 France Germany Japan S.Korea

GDP Ø ++ + +++
Debt ++ Ø +++ +
Foreign-born % ++ +++ Ø Ø

Redistribution – – + + +++
Youth Unemp +++ – – – +
Great Recession ++ – +++ Ø
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» From Above – 
country-level labor market and welfare 

state institutions
» From Below – 

attitudes toward social protection and 
insurance
› ISSP ‘Role of Government’ 1996, 2006 & 

2016
› Other ISSP modules (for later)
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Redistribution

Insurance

Social 
Spending

Support for:
Income 

Diff’s
Tax High

Tax Low Jobs

Health

Old Age

Industry

Unemploye
d

etc….
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Ideal
Solidarity
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» Overall no strong evidence of social 
solidarity
› At least not in resp. to Great Recession
› Although maybe in Germany, partly 

Korea
› Further deepening of
› Social inequality <or> 
› Insider-outsider gap
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» This is a work in progress, comments 
welcome

» For PowerPoint Presentation and 
Stata Code:
see: My Professional Website
(sites.google.com/site/nbreznau/)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cn_KNimAzkp9g1BTSO4hVoe2yhfBzv15/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/site/nbreznau/home/public-social-science-op-ed
https://sites.google.com/site/nbreznau/home/public-social-science-op-ed
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» Utility = function of:
› Individual Income
› Income-tax rate / government spending rate
› Individual’s location in the income distribution
› Income utility + solidarity utility = welfare state 

preferences
» Solidarity = function of:
› Ethnic diversity
› Unemployment
› Social distance

» All actors are rational, no exogenous features



Institutions / Sociological 
Model

Institutions / Sociological 
Model

[26]

» Solidarity is multidimensional (e.g., Kaufmann 
2008)

» Group membership is multidimensional  
       (Hogg 2006; Reicher 2004)

» Individuals shaped by institutions and 
culture

» Ethnic diversity is a ratio
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» Solidarity is multidimensional (e.g., Kaufmann 2008)

» Group membership is multidimensional       
  (Hogg 2006; Reicher 2004)

» Individuals shaped by institutions and 
culture

» Ethnic diversity is a ratio
» Devising new tests:
› Case comparisons – single countries
› Exogenous shocks – e.g., Great Recession
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‘Low Status’ (ISEI<40, no full-time) ‘High Status’ (ISEI>60, full-time)

Data: ISSP ‘Role of Government’
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